ALK-negative anaplastic large cell lymphoma arising in the thrombus of an aortic prosthesis preceeded by clonally related lymphomatoid papulosis.
We report on a 73-year-old male patient with recurrent thrombosis of his infrarenal aortic prosthesis. Histologically, the thrombus contained cells of an ALK-negative anaplastic large cell T cell lymphoma (ALCL). Imaging studies were negative for other lymphoma manifestations; however, 3 months before, the patient had developed skin lesions consistent with lymphomatoid papulosis type A (LypA) which were clonally related to the ALCL. Due to recurrent thrombosis of larger peripheral arteries with the presence of ALCL cells in the thrombi, the patient is now referred to systemic chemotherapy. We present the first case of ALCL manifesting in the thrombus of an aortic prosthesis. This case shows similarities to the well-established entity of breast implant-associated ALCL and anecdotal reports of ALCL occurring at the site of foreign material implants. These cells show a peculiar propensity to aggregate in vessels and thrombi, known primarily from subtypes of diffuse large B cell lymphomas associated with chronic inflammation.